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USC quarterbacks coach suspended
G.A. Mangus arrested for
nuisance conduct in Greenville
James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

South Carolina quarterbacks coach G.A. Mangus
has been suspended indefinitely after being arrested for
nuisance conduct early Tuesday morning in Greenville,
S.C.
“G.A. has been suspended from all coaching
activities until this matter is
resolved,” said USC coach Steve
Spurrier in a statement. “We are
disappointed in his actions and
will handle it accordingly.”
According to a Greenville
C i t y Po l i c e D e p a r t m e n t
incident report and multiple
media reports, Mangus was seen
by two officers in an unmarked
police car “facing Main Street
urinating on the street curb and
roadway” at 1:31 a.m. outside
of t he Carolina A le House
restaurant. W hen an officer
called to the scene by the two
officers arrived, the report stated he observed Mangus
to be “unsteady on his feet” and with “a strong odor of

MANGUS

alcoholic beverage coming from his person.”
The report further stated that Mangus’s eyes
“appeared to be dilated and glazed over” and his speech
was “slurred” as he was “uncooperative” in answering
police questions before he was handcuffed and taken to
the Greenville County Detention Center. Mangus was
held overnight before being released about 10 hours
later after a 9:30 a.m. hearing. Mangus will be fi ned
$470 for the incident.
M a ng u s decl i ned com ment when asked by
Greenville’s WYFF-TV outside of the detention center
after being released. Mangus was in Greenville to
attend the South Carolina Athletic Coaches Association
All-Sports Clinic according to The State newspaper.
Later on Tuesday, Mangus released a statement
t h rough t he USC At h let ic s Med ia Relat ions
department.
“Last night I acted irresponsibly, and I deeply regret
my actions,” said Mangus in the statement. “I take
full responsibility. I would like to publicly apologize
to coach Spurrier, (Athletics Director) Eric Hyman,
the entire team and everyone associated with the
University of South Carolina.”
This coming season, which officially begins a week
from today on Aug. 3 with the first preseason practice,
will be Mangus’s third at South Carolina. Mangus
came to USC from Middle Tennessee State, where he
served as offensive coordinator for three seasons.
A nat ive of R ichmond, Va., Mang us played
quarterback at the University of Florida, including two
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Quarterbacks coach G.A. Mangus was arrested in
Greenville early Tuesday morning for nuisance conduct.
seasons under then-UF coach Spurrier. He has gained
a reputation as a top recruiter due to his success in
securing USC commitments from the Northeastern
states, and he is widely regarded as a major reason
for embattled and currently suspended quarterback
Stephen Garcia’s on-field improvement over the last
two seasons.
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

MCEA hosts workshop series for aspiring artists
Industry professionals
speak on experience,
tricks of trade
Kristyn Sanito

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Courtesy of Irma Van Scoy

An USC early childhood education teaching intern
works with her elementary class and coaching teacher.

Educators visit USC
for hands-on training
Teachers learn
how to serve on
accreditation teams
Ryan Quinn

RQUINN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

T h i s week , USC ’s
College of Education
helped teach teachers
t o g r ade how ot he r
teacher s teach t hei r
students how to teach.
Around 80 preschool
to col lege educators
v isited Columbia
Sunday through
Tu e s d a y t o l e a r n
how to ser ve on
ac c re d it at ion t e a m s
that evaluate colleges of
education around the
country. On Monday,
they visited with more
t ha n 70 member s of
U S C ’s p r o f e s s i o n a l
education community,
including facult y
a nd st udent s, a nd
conducted inter views
and evaluations as part
of a hands-on training
experience.
“A s o p p o s e d t o
get t ing t rained on

Wednesday
75°

99°

Thursday
97°

77°

theoretical stuff
where t he y ’ve m ade
up this university, we
got a chance to do a
simu lated site v isit,”
sa id Ma rk Meyers,
dea n of t he Col lege
of Socia l Sciences,
Health and Education
at Cincinnati’s Xavier
University.
The National
Council for the
Accreditation of
Te a c h e r E d u c a t i o n
NC ATE) chose
U S C ’s C o l l e g e o f
Education because of
its strong showing in
its accreditation in Fall
2010.
“[ T he fac u lt y] d id
all the same interviews
they had done just last
yea r for t heir v isit ,”
Meyers said. “Not only
did they act as if they
were in an inter view,
but they also took time
im mediately af ter to
say, ‘You might have
been able to get more
out of me if you asked
this type of thing.’”
SCHOOL ● 4

The M idla nds Center for
Expressive A rts is hosting a
series of workshops aimed at
providing tricks of the trade to
aspiring artists of all ages and
sk ill levels in the local area.
The MCEA Artist Roundtable
Workshop Series highlights
indiv iduals in such f ields as
writing, theater and music, and
the gatherings feature speakers
at the professional level.
C h a r l e s M c K e n l e y, t h e
founder and program
coordinator of MCEA, created
the organization as a need for
the community after meeting
several talented, artistic people
in the Midlands area who didn’t
know how to go about creating
a professional career in the arts
for themselves.
“I graduated from

Presbyterian College with a
degree in music performance
and great tools for auditioning,
but I did n’t k now where to
go, what the next step was,”
Mc K en le y s a id. “ I c re ated
MCEA to provide a hub for
art ists helping ot her art ists
i n t r a i n i ng, per for m a nce
oppor t u n it ies, t he business
aspect — everything they need
but aren’t taught how to do.”
The f irst workshop of the
ser ie s , held Sat u rd ay, Ju ly
16 , was titled “The Writer’s
Voice” a nd foc used on just
that — aspiring poets, authors
and play w right s listened to
advice from professionals in the
industry on how to find their
voices as writers and how to get
their works published.
“I always wished I had the
opp or t u n it y to spea k w it h
people in t he f ield to k now
how they’re doing, how they
got t hei r st a r t ,” McKen ley
said. “Sometimes it’s luck, but
learning tricks of the trade is
what this workshop is about, to
help boost artists’ careers.”

T he work shop feat u red
Charlene Spearen, t he
associate director for the South
Carolina Poetry Initiative and
a professor of English at Allen
Universit y, who spoke about
her ex per ience becom i ng a
professional poet after already
having established a separate
career and a family, fi nishing a
collegiate career and receiving
her doctorate later in life.
Author Shirley A nn spoke
about her experience writing
and publishing her book “What
Mom my Needed to K now,”
a work based on t he tough
conversations she wished she
had with her mother but never
did.
McKenley spoke on behalf of
playwrights and his experience
of h av i ng one of h i s play s
featured at the National Black
Theatre Festival.
A lisa Brewer, a resident of
West Colu mbia who enjoys
poetry and creative writing as a
hobby, attended the workshop
MCEA ● 2
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Artistic individuals of a variety of ages and talents attended MCEA’s Artist Roundtable Workshop Saturday to
listen and take notes on advice from professionals in the arts industry, including music, theater and dance.

Tonya Tyner
The USC alumna,
whose album
drops in September, shares her
songwriting process with The Daily
Gamecock.
See page 6

Garcia to be reinstated

National album reviews

Coach Steve
Spurrier says the
quarterback will
most likely be back
in the football program this season.

Chloe Gould reviews
the latest releases by
Kaiser Chiefs, Arctic
Monkeys and Big D
and the Kids Table.

See page 10

The Daily Gamecock ● WEDNESDAY, JULY 27, 2011

PAGE 2
SCHOOL ● Cont. from 1
O n Tu e s d a y, t h e e d u c at o r s
compared their evaluations to the
conclusions of the actual team that
accredited the college.
School accred it at ion is a
somewhat complex affair. NCATE
accredit s colleges of educat ion
specif ica l ly, as opposed to t he
Southern Association of Colleges
a nd S c ho ol s (SAC S), wh ic h
accredits USC and other Southern
institutions as a whole. In order
t o b e ac c re d it e d b y NC AT E ,
a Southern school must first be
accredited by SACS, and in order
for a public institution in South
Carolina to teach education, it must
be accredited by NCATE.
NCATE’s on-site review squads
are called Boards of Examiners
a nd are composed of academ ic
peers. These peers can range from
kindergarten teachers to heads of

college education departments. Yi
Huang, NCATE’s vice president of
accreditation, said a combination
of USC’s excellent showing last
yea r a nd t he complex it y of it s
professional education unit made
it an ideal place to train examiners.
“[ USC ] h a s lot s a nd lot s of
programs at initial and advanced
le vel s , go e s t h rough n at ion a l
prog ram rev iews, has over
6 0 d i f f e r e nt c o mb i n at io n s of
programs, has national recognition
and has an excellent partnership
with schools to help address the
schools’ needs,” Huang said.
Me yer s a l s o e x tol led USC ’s
professional development school
net work , say i ng he k new of it
before visiting.
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
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USC early childhood teacher education students and faculty members created a
poster session last October for the NCATE Board of Examiners review.

Courtesy of Irma Van Scoy

USC teacher education students work with children at an elementary school
as a part of the students’ teacher education program.
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Attendees of MCEA’s workshop “The Big Stage” this Saturday listen to a variety of
industry professionals, including Eric Bultman (bottom right) of Sumter Little Theatre.
MCEA ● Continued from 1
to get back into writing
and learn more about
publishing.
“MCE A of fers a
place and chance for my
talent and desire for art
to be recognized and
inspired. So far, I got
to meet other emerging
artists and hear from
t ho s e w e l l i nt o t he
success of their craft,”
Brewer said. “Though
last weekend was my
f i rst encou nter w it h
MCEA, I’ve met many
wonder f u l people,
been invited to attend
— and have attended
— other poetry events
around Columbia that
I ot her w ise wouldn’t
have known existed.”
T h e
s e c o n d
workshop, “The
Big Stage,” was held
Saturday, July 23, and
focused on music,
t heater a nd da nce
elements of t he arts.
McKen ley descr ibed
t he gat hering of
attendees and speakers
as “a time to share our
jou r ne y s a nd w here
we are in t he arts as
individuals.”
Linda Carr, ow ner
of Li nda’s Ca r r aoke
K araoke and DJ
Entertainment,
spoke
of
her
professiona l si ng i ng
and inst r umental
experience in a band
and how she was able
to eventually turn her
passion into a full-time
business career.
One of the speakers

present was recent USC
visual communications
graduate Ndidi
E k p enu m a. A sel ftaught dancer,
Ekpenuma spoke
of her ex perience
dancing with the group
Ricochet, joining the
co-ed dance fraternity
Delt a Ph i Delt a a nd
choreographing a
rout i ne t hat won a
Spurs and Struts dance
competition, among a
number of other dance
events.
“Da nc i ng
is
somet hing I’m
always going to do,”
Ek penu ma sa id. “I
have a couple of jobs
here and there where
I ’m g e t t i n g p a id t o
dance, but I guess you
could say I’m a realistic
dreamer, keeping extra
jobs i n case t h i ng s
don’t work out.”
The workshop also
featured Eric Bultman,
the executive director
of Sumter Litt le
Theatre and an adjunct
profe s sor of t heat re
at USC Su mter who
r e c e i v e d h i s M FA
i n t heat re at USC
Colu mbia a nd spoke
of his personal story of
establishing a career as
an actor.
“ Yo u k n o w t h a t
feeling you get right
before the lights come
up on st age? That
feeling you get in
here?” Bultman asked
t he at tendees of t he
workshop, pointing to
his chest.
B u lt m a n r e f e r r e d

to that feeling as the
“ a r t i s t ’s f i r e ,” t h e
desire to perform or
create that needs to be
expressed in order for
artistic individuals to
be happy and proud of
t heir talent. Despite
the common element of
worrying about fi nding
a ca reer or enough
money i n t he ar t s,
Bu lt man encou raged
a r t ist ic at tendees to
pursue their passions.
McKenley spoke
of h is ex per ience of
performing on stage as
a singer.
“The conversat ion
and connections
made with the people
who attend have been
invaluable,” McKenley
said.
T he f i na l MCE A
A r t ist Rou ndtable
Wo r k s h o p “ T h e
Pac k ag e” w i l l fo c u s
on a r t s ma nagement
— how to market and
promote artistic work
and how to secure the
right talent agent. The
workshop will be held
Sat u rday, Ju ly 30, at
t he Colu mbia Music
Fe st iva l A s soc iat ion
building at 914 Pulaski
St. f rom 1 to 3 p.m.
Those interested may
reg ister online at
m idla ndscenter.com.
Registration is $15 in
adva nce a nd $20 t he
day of.

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/
news

Courtesy of USC Media Relations

Michelle Martin is the first holder of the Augusta Baker Chair in Childhood Literacy.

Martin receives Augusta Baker honor
Clemson professor first
holder of endowed chair
Mikelle Street

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

M ichel le Ma r t i n, a Clemson

Universit y English professor who
specializes in children’s literature and
African-American children’s literature
and communit y literacy programs ,
has been named the first holder of the
MARTIN ● 4
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MARTIN ● Cont. from 3
Augusta Baker Chair in
Childhood Literacy.
M a r t i n, who k new
Augusta Baker as a child,
will conduct research
on literacy and oversee
outreach programs for
the literacy community
t hroughout t he state.
According to K im
Jeffcoat, the executive
d i r e c t o r o f U S C ’s
School of Library and
Information Science’s
South Carolina Center
for Ch ildren’s Book s
and Literac y, Mart in
will work closely with
the center on developing
family literacy programs.
T he center pla ns
to approac h l iter ac y
in a more holistic way,
add re s si ng f i n a nc ia l
l it e r ac y, nut r it io n a l
l i t e r a c y, a s w e l l a s
hea lt h c a re l iter ac y.
Jef fcoat calls Mar t in
an expert in successful

literac y out reach and
says Mart in w ill also
assist with the center’s
existing programs like
the nationally recognized
Cocky’s Reading Express,
a collaboration between
Student Government and
the School of Library and
Information Science that
serves students in 4-yearold kindergarten through
third grade.
Mar t in said t hat
she sees t he cha ir as
a way to help st a mp
out illiteracy in South
Carolina and also plans
to create an umbrella for
literacy programs that
will enhance them and
minimize duplication.
The Aug usta Baker
C h a i r, i s t he f i r s t
endowed chair in t he
state named for a black
female.
Baker was a children’s
librarian and storyteller
who ser ved as USC’s

storyteller-in-residence
for 14 years . Thomas
Cooper Library holds a
collection, which goes
by the full name of the
Augusta Baker Collection
of A f r ic a n-A mer ic a n
Children’s Literature and
Folklore and was donated
by Baker’s son.
“The Augusta Baker
Collection is very much
a live a nd dy nam ic
collection,” said Elizabeth
Sudduth, a librarian at
Thomas Cooper. “We’re
continually adding to it.”
The collection
originally held more than
1,600 books but now is
composed of more than
29,000 books. According
to Sudduth, this
collection is frequently
used by researchers as
well as st udents. The
collection includes titles
from Baker’s personal
and working library as
well as stories used by

Baker during her career
as a storyteller.
While performing her
duties as chair, Martin
w ill also cont i nue
teaching children’s and
young adult literature
cou rses l i ke ones on
The Picture Book, The
Newbery and Caldecott
Awa rd s , t he C oret t a
Scott King Awards and
Ethnicity and the Child.
Next year, Martin also
plans on finishing her
c u r rent book on t he
c h i ld re n’s l it er at u re
of Arna Bontemps and
Langston Hughes,
works that are not very
well-known.
Martin has also used
Baker as a base before,
when she was compiling
information for her book
“Brown Gold: Milestones
i n A f r ica n A mer ica n
Children’s Picture Books
1845 – 2002,” which drew
from the James Weldon
Joh nson Memor ia l
Collection of AfricanA mer ic a n c h i ld r e n’s
book s t hat Aug u st a
Baker established in the
Countee Cullen branch
of the New York Cit y
Public Library.

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/
news

Courtesy of scstatehouse.gov

South Carolina Lt. Gov. Ken Ard says he will not
resign from office despite his ethics violations.

Lt. Gov. Ard not resigning
E mb at t led S out h
C a r o l i n a L t . G o v.
Ken A rd arrived
at t he St ate Hou se
today, saying he will
not resign from office
de spite a pend i ng
s t a t e g r a n d j u r y ’s
investigation onto his
ethics violations.

“I have no plans to
resign,” the fi rst-term
Florence Republican
told reporters as he
walked into his office
at the State House in
advance of the Senate’s
2 p.m. special session
to take up redistricting.
“We are cooperating
f u lly w it h t he AG’s
(at tor ney genera l’s)
of f ice to br i ng t h is
thing to a conclusion.”
T he St ate Et h ic s
Com m ission f i ned
Ard $48,400 for illegal
use of campaign
cont ribut ions. State
At torney General
A la n W i l son a long
with State Law
Enforcement Division
Chief Mark Keel
have requested a state
grand jury investigate
Ard’s case to see if any
crimes occurred.
— Compiled by
MCT Campus
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Mangus’s conduct
A PINCH OF WINCH
crass, hypocritical Premature death prevalent among stars
The irony of USC quarterbacks coach
G. A . Ma ng us’s ar rest a nd resu lt i ng
indefinite suspension was certainly not
lost on us.
Considering he is widely regarded
as a primar y factor for t he on-f ield
improvement of currently suspended
quarterback Stephen Garcia, who has had
his own share of behavioral problems and
arrests, you’d think Mangus would do his
best to appear to be a positively influential
mentor for Garcia, quarterbacks and all
players.
I n stead, M a ng u s wa s a r re sted i n
Greenville, S.C., early Tuesday morning
for “nuisance conduct” — drunkenly
urinating in public.
“If athletes are to T h i s o c c u r r e d ,
no less, while he
be held to certain was representing
t he universit y at
behavioral a South Carolina
Athletic Coaches
standards, A ssociat ion A l lSports clinic.
Mangus has
coaches should been
indefinitely
suspended from all
be as well.” coaching activities
as a result of his
actions, and rightfully so. If students and
athletes are to be held to certain behavioral
standards, coaches and faculty should be as
well. They represent USC and our football
team, and South Carolina really doesn’t
ever need any additional bad publicity for
inappropriate behavior and run-ins with
the law.
It ’s g o o d t o k n o w t h at M a n g u s
apologized and takes full responsibility
for his actions, but it would’ve been nice if
he had thought about the consequences of
such hypocritical conduct beforehand.

Pressure leads young celebrities
to turn to drugs, alcohol
As the famous Billy Joel song goes,
“Only the good die young.” While Amy
Winehouse’s behavior definitely can’t
be classified as “good,” it’s hard to deny
that the tattooed soul singer, who was
found dead in her London apartment on
Saturday afternoon, had talent. I mean,
the woman won five Grammy Awards
for her album “Back to Black.” That’s a
big deal.
So why couldn’t Winehouse see the
p ot ent i a l i n her s el f ?
A lthough the cause of
her death has yet to be
of f icially determined,
it’s no secret t hat t he
singer had some serious
addict ions a nd wasn’t
Kristyn
exactly a role model in
Winch
her daily life. She often
Third-year print
made headlines because
journalism
of her substance abuse,
student
v iolent relat ionsh ips,
e at i n g d i s order s a nd
hospitalization. W ho can forget her
Grammy acceptance speech in which
she dedicated her win to “my Blake
incarcerated” or when she was found in a
hotel on horse tranquilizers? In reference
to Winehouse’s smash hit “Rehab,”
Associated Press writer Jill Lawless said,
“Few artists summed up their own career
in a single song — a single line — as well
as Amy Winehouse.”
I believe Winehouse likely could’ve
ear ned several more awards if her
offstage life didn’t take a downward
spiral. She was 27 years old when she

died. If you’re as big of a pop culture
enthusiast as I am, you know that 27 is
an important number. Winehouse isn’t
the first mega talent to pass away at that
age. She joins the ranks of Janis Joplin,
Jimm i Hendri x, Jim Morrison and
Kurt Cobain. All of these performers
were successful on stage but battled
various demons and addictions in their
offstage lives. Their untimely deaths
have broken the hearts of fans across
several generations, but the coincidental
number has left many people wondering
if this age of death could be more than a
strange occurrence.
Being thrust into the spotlight must
be a very nerve-racking experience. To
go from being unknown to posing for
the cover of Rolling Stone magazine
would be a diff icult adjustment for
anyone. Fans expect so much from their
heroes, too. Imagine what it must be like
to leave everyone you care about behind
in order to tour the country (or possibly
internationally) and perform every night
for a different crowd in a different city.
Imagine the constant probing of the
media, anxious to know every detail of
your life ranging from who your musical
influences are to who you share a bed
with.
It shouldn’t be surprising that many
superstars turn to drugs and alcohol to
help ease the pressure of the public eye.
It’s a shame that this pressure sometimes
drives talented people over the edge to
the point of self-destructive behavior
and even suicide. Twenty-seven is only
the starting point of a person’s career. I
only wish I could’ve heard more music
from these legendary artists.

NBA needs to find alternative ways to cut losses
Association should consider
shortening players’ contracts,
terminating women’s league
A bunch of entitled, overpaid guys — who
do you think of in the NBA? Using the
show “Entourage” as an analogy, the NBA
players are Vince Chase; the owners are Ari
Gold. Talent puts on the performance and
is compensated by owners. Vince makes
money without Ari. Vince has a unique
talent that prints money. Ari does too. Ari
can shift to new clientele, open his own
agency or invest in an NFL team. But
Vince is putting on the performance and
Ari is negotiating behind the scenes. The
players are the most important entity and
expense for the owners. Alternatives must
be examined to remove the losses in the
NBA. Contracts should be shortened to a
maximum of four years, the WNBA must be
canned, former players should not be hired
as general managers and jerseys must be
used as advertisements.
Gilbert Arenas and Rashard Lewis are
currently in $100 million contracts. They

struggle to crack a starting five on their
teams. The NBA is hesitant to shorten
contracts because achieving guaranteed,
long-term contracts was a big step at the
time. But shortening contracts allows more
money to go to deserving players. This
season Arenas is making around $18 million.
He should make around $4 million. That
leaves $14 million that could
be going to more deserving
players. The NFL gets grief
because they cut loose players
as often as Antonio Cromartie
cuts child support checks. But
players are forced to play at
the highest level, deserving
Doug
Remington players are paid and overall
quality of play is at its peak.
Fourth-year
marketing
T he W N BA is a PR
student
expense for the NBA. This is
not a time for luxury expenses.
It’s time to be rid of the WNBA in order to
save money — and around three minutes of
“SportsCenter” highlights a night.
The most successful business minds in
the world receive years of academic business
training or real-world experience to gain
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us know about it. E-mail sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will
print the correction in our next issue.

expertise. The NBA has too many GMs
who are former players. Former players
sympathize with current players and pay
for past performances. Former NBA players
are a necessity in the coaching huddle, but
individuals who have managed $100 million
budgets, finances and statistics should
manage NBA teams.
The NBA is brand conscience and doesn’t
want to take a card out of the soccer deck and
put Adidas or Sony on jerseys. But the $100
million naming rights to stadiums would be
matched in some circumstances if the NBA
allowed teams to sell advertisements and
naming rights for jerseys.
The NBA is not looking to fix problems
wisely. They play the media game and paint
athletes as overpaid. The NBA is great
because of the recognizable brands and faces
its stars become. No other place in sports is
as intimate as a courtside NBA game. There
are no helmets, pants and baseball hats to
cover the players. One player can change a
team unlike any other sport because there
are only five starters per team. It’s time
for the NBA to show some creativity by
exploring untapped areas.

Steroids: check.
Players returning from
ret irement to w in
championships: check.
Severe injuries: check.
What sport could contain
all of these entertaining
aspects and be broadcast
during this time of year?
Cycling.
As the Tour de France
came to a close on Sunday,
I was captivated by the
struggles and victories
these athletes achieved
t h roughout t he race.
Traveling 2,132 miles,
these cyclists ride rain
or shine over a distance
equivalent
to driving
f r o m
Columbia
to Las
Veg a s.
Split up
i nt o 21
Zach
stages that
Hudson
vary in
Fifth-year
economics
d i s t a nc e ,
student
each rider
is part of a
team that fights to have
t he lowest combi ned
time throughout the race.
The individual winner
has the lowest overall
t i me . A lt hou g h t h i s
sport may seem boring
to some, I admire the
strategy and endurance
of t hese at hletes. It’s
my personal belief that
their performances over
the course of the tour
proves their athleticism
is equal — if not greater
— than the participants
in the biggest sports in
America.
So what if you can run
a 40-yard dash quickly
or swing a bat at a ball
one or two nights a week?
Granted, I enjoy watching
the games, but they seem
dull in comparison to
c yclists. This doesn’t
mean I believe Lance
Armstrong standing at
5-fo ot-9 wou ld p o s e
much of a threat snaking
down a football field, but
cyclists have to push their
bodies to the absolute
limit more than athletes
in other sports do.
A not her ent ici ng
aspect of the Tour de
France is the chance to
cheer for individual riders
or teams, which makes
the Tour de France bring
out the nationalism in
the viewers. This year,
an Australian part of the
American BMC Racing
Te a m wo n . A not he r
member of this team was
George Hincapie from
Greenv il le, S.C . I’ve
never really taken the
time to follow this sport
before, but I’ll definitely
be keeping up with it
after this event. I urge
anyone who wants to see
some amazing athletes
check out cycling races
and upcoming tours.
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“Every relationship I’ve been in, I’ve
overwhelmed the girl. They just can’t
handle all the love.”
— Justin Timberlake
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USC alumna releases inspirational new album
Tonya Tyner to play
at White Mule Thursday
Thad Moore

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

A n at ive K a n s a n a nd a
1995 graduate of USC, Tonya
Tyner, who now resides in
Austin, Texas, has moved fairly
widely across the United States,
living, at times, in Virginia and
California as well . It seems
somewhat appropriate, then,
that the singer-song writer
croons a sof t a nd t wa ng y
A mer ic a n a. Her mu sic is
largely dominated by her lyrics
and vocals with strong themes
of love, heartbreak and God.
T hough her debut a lbu m
“Beautiful Light” won’t see its
nationwide release until Sept.
12, copies will be available at a
discounted price of $10 at The
White Mule this Thursday,
where she will be performing
at 7 p.m. The Daily Gamecock
spoke with Tyner while she was
visiting Columbia for her 20th
high school reunion.
The Daily Gamecock:
How has being from Columbia
influenced your music, and how
did you start making music?
Tonya Tyner: A lot of my
strong friends came from this
area; your core personality is
sort of fleshed out ... through
your high school and early
college years, and t hat all
happened here. I was really
more of a poet in high school.
I hadn’t really started writing
any songs; I was just writing
poetry, you know, teen angst
... But I was singing, of course,
in chorus all four years, and I
learned a lot about tone and as
a vocalist learned a lot of skills
there. But it was my mother’s
guitar, and I picked that up

at the end of my high school
days and had my first gigs here
in Columbia [with Dave Britt
and former local rock band the
Dharma Dogs] at Groucho’s
Deli, and they had me open up
for them.
TDG: What are your biggest
i n spi r at ion s, a nd i n h igh
school, were there any artists
who really influenced you, and
what about now?
TT: Well honestly, in high
school, I was just following
t he t rends; I was big into
classic rock then, like Steve
Miller. Then I got more into
the Grateful Dead and Led
Zeppelin. I think everything
you listen to affects [your
m u s i c], b u t m o s t o f t h e
influence most people hear in
my music is more from music
I listened to with my family.
Running through all that is
a common ground, which is
the song and the lyrics. I’m a
lyrics person; you can probably
tell that from listening to my
music. I like words, and I want
t hem to mea n somet h ing,
and I want to hear them and
discern them from the music,
and in that respect everything
I listened to shaped that a bit.
TDG : How wou ld you
describe your song writ ing
process then?
TT: Oh, it really just depends
on the day. It’s almost always
very lyrics-driven, though.
Like, I’ll think of a phrase,
and I’ll play with it and jot it
down. I have a balcony in my
apartment in Austin with a big
sliding glass door, and I got
those wax crayons that you can
write on the windows with, and
I’ll just write down that phrase,
and I’ll leave it there so I can
see it clear across the room.
That way it stays on my mind

Courtesy of tonyatyner.com

Tonya Tyner, a 1995 graduate of USC, will be performing at The White Mule Thursday, July 28 at 7 p.m.
... It’s like writing an article or
an essay; you need to have a
theme, a main idea. As you start
to figure that out, the language
and other little snippets. Once
I’ve got enough of an idea, I’ll
sit down with my guitar, and
I’ll try to hammer out a melody
to go with it. That process
is very long and tedious. It’s
painstaking because you want
to get it right.
TDG: Listening to “Beautiful
Light,” it’s pretty clear that
religion plays a prominent role
in your music. How would you
describe that relationship?
TT: Well, I would describe
it, as you said, as a relationship.
I think people get afraid of the
word “religion,” and there are
a lot of negative connotations.
I myself left the church for a
good 20 years, and I have a

great respect for the body of
the church as it was intended,
and I’m a very active member
of my church now, but it wasn’t
the church that moved me.
It was my relationship with
God, which is something that
happens through prayer and
studying. One day you’re sitting
there, and you feel the presence
of God. Once you experience
that, if you have that grace, it’s
a constant craving of trying to
continue to connect. It kind
of just creeps into my music; I
never really intend to put it in
there.
TDG: So I g uess it’s not
entirely purposeful, but are
those goals you try to achieve
with your music, tr ying to
share that relationship?
T T: I n t he long r un, I’d
like to start a conversation

with somebody. I would like
for people to experience the
peace and t he forg iveness
and the love that I personally
experience, but that’s my path.
I’m not about to force that
on somebody else ... but if I
can sing a song that touches
someone and helps someone
remember, “Oh man, I miss
t hat in my life,” t hat gets
t hem t h i n k i ng about t hat
and praying and exploring
that relationship, then that
would be totally awesome. I
would love to help someone
feel and experience what I’ve
experienced. I can only share
what I’ve experienced; it might
not be your thing.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Courtesy of allmoviephoto.com

Mila Kunis and Justin Timberlake star in the new romantic comedy “Friends with Benefits,” the story of two friends who think casual sex is the solution to their relationship woes.

‘Friends with Benefits’ balances cliched plot with strong cast, script
Timberlake demonstrates wide
range of talents in new rom-com
Tyler Simpson

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“Friends with Benefits”
NOW IN THEATERS

Director: Will Gluck
Starring: Justin Timberlake, Mila Kunis,
Woody Harrelson
Rating: R for sexual content and language
I’m definitely not the first to write this in a review,
but “Friends with Benefits” is obviously comparable
to the similarly themed “No Strings Attached,”
which came out about six months ago. Both fi lms
revolve around a “best friends fall in love” formula,
while including a premise about engaging in casual
sex. Still, there’s a big difference between the two
films: W here “No Strings Attached” faltered,
“Friends with Benefits” triumphs.
“Friends with Benefits” is a romantic comedy
that doesn’t offer anything original and contains a
predictable story. This, however, can be forgiven
since devoted lovers of the genre watch to see the
fantasy of two young, attractive individuals meeting
and falling in love. The aspects that really make
the movie stand out in the genre are its well-drawn
characters and the remarkable chemistry between
Justin Timberlake and Mila Kunis.

Dylan (Timberlake) is a blog editor from Los
Angeles who lands a head position in New York City’s
GQ magazine headquarters thanks to corporate
headhunter Jamie (Kunis). Dylan and Jamie are both
emotionally damaged after repeated failed attempts
to fi nd love and gain a mutual friendship. Having
not seen “No Strings Attached,” they decide to
engage in an informal sex-centered relationship and
swear on an iPad Bible app that emotions will not
complicate their current relationship.
However, as previous movies of its kind tell us, it’s
impossible to engage in casual intercourse without
feelings getting in the way. As with “No Strings
Attached,” the film establishes the point that the two
are perfect for each other but are afraid of revealing
their feelings because it would ruin what they have.
The sharp script g ives t he f ilm a sense of
cleverness and self-awareness, fully admitting how
exasperatingly cliched the rom-com genre has
become. At one point in the film, the friends watch a
film starring an uncredited Rashida Jones and Jason
Segel, which serves as a satirical example of every
Nicholas Sparks cliché known to man. It also makes
a self-referential comment on how nothing happens
in romantic comedies after the “big kiss” moment,
referring to the post-happenings as “pornography.”
The strongest aspect in “Friends with Benefits”
is the chemistry between Timberlake and Kunis
that keeps audiences interested up to the point of
their foreseeable coupling. Their likability easily
makes them worth rooting for as they engage in
humorous, sharp banter that makes half the sex
scenes completely hysterical to watch. Being the
R-rated film that it is, the script also presents some

smart, raunchy dialogue as the leads verbally bounce
off each other.
From his comical guest appearances on “Saturday
Night Live” to his dramatic turn in “The Social
Network” (2010), Justin Timberlake just continues
to impress. With his comedic charisma, Timberlake
is amiable in his portrayal of Dylan and provides
plenty of laughs when he’s rapping to Chris Cross or
singing Semisonic’s “Closing Time.” Not very often
do multidimensional female characters find their
way into romantic comedies, but Kunis brilliantly
portrays a character that is sassy, foul-mouthed
and independent — yet admittedly emotionally
wounded.
The film contains a few subplots that involve
Jamie’s relationship with her mother and the
problems within Dylan’s family. These subplots
would have been t he f ilm’s dow nfall had t he
s upp or t i n g c h a r ac t er s not b e e n wel l- c a s t .
Patricia Clarkson stars as Jamie’s hazy-minded,
free-spirited mother who is seemingly between
relational engagements. Richard Jenkins plays
Dylan’s father who suffers from Alzheimer’s disease
and occasionally forgets to wear pants. Woody
Harrelson steals every scene he’s in as Dylan’s
macho, homosexual office colleague.
Aside from its overused pop-music soundtrack
and repeated jokes involving flash mobs and popculture references, “Friend with Benefits” serves as
a great retreat from this summer of superheroes and
sequels. It’s sexy, it’s raunchy, it’s funny and it works.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

‘Captain America’ period piece tells true underdog story
Rushed ending
only downfall
of Marvel film
Tyler Simpson

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“Captain America”
NOW IN THEATERS

Director: Joe Johnston
Starring: Chris Evans,
Hugo Weaving, Tommy
Lee Jones
Rating: PG-13 for intense
sequences of sci-fi
action and violence

Wit h t he on-screen
adventures of Iron Man,
t he Hu l k a nd T hor
a l ready i nt roduced,
“Captain America: The
First Avenger” serves as
the final prequel for the
impending “Avengers”
film. Without his needed
part icipat ion, t he allA merican superhero’s
ent ra nce i nto ci nema
probably wou ld h ave
never occurred, as
Captain America isn’t one
of Marvel’s well-boasted
heroes.
Nonetheless, “Captain
America” is “marvelous”
summer entertainment
t hat of fers a sense of
World War II nostalgia,
u nderdog for t it ude
and classic comic book
sensibility. Though it can’t
help but feel like a twohour advertisement for
the upcoming “Avengers”
film, it establishes itself
as one of t he g reater
Marvel superhero films
with its retro decor, pulpy
act ion a nd wonder f u l
performances.
The plot revolves
around the same basic
for mu la mov iegoers
have seen before in
t he s uperhero gen re:
normal man turns into
a superhero, superhero

has a n a rch nemesis,
s uperhero ha s a love
i nterest , etc. W hat
r e a l l y d i f f e r e nt i at e s
“Captain America” from
an indef inite nu mber
of superheroes is t he
underdog story and the
movie’s presentation as a
period piece, which offers
some reimagination of
p o s s ib le e v e nt s t h at
happened beh i nd t he
scenes of t he conf lict
against the Nazis.
Tak ing place in the
early years of the World
War II era, Chris Evans
plays Steve Rogers, a
scrawny, patriotic young
man who repeatedly gets
denied recruitment into
the army due to health
problems. H is hat red
for bullies and zealous
sincerity about serving
his country catches the
at tent ion of G er ma n
scientist Dr. Abraham
Erskine (Stanley Tucci),
w ho r e c r u it s Rog er s
into a group of soldiers
selec ted a s p otent ia l
candidates for a “supersoldier” experiment. After
an act of self-sacrificing
heroism, Rogers becomes
the first test subject.
The experiment proves
to be a success, giving

Rogers superhu ma n
abilities and enhancing
his physical appearance.
Despite his desperation
to join the front lines,
the government decides
to use Rogers for a war
bonds promot ional
stage act. However, after
hearing his best friend
Bucky (Sebastian Stan)
has been captured by a
Nazi science organization
called HYDRA , Rogers
springs into action against
Johann Schmidt (Hugo
Weaving), aka Red Skull,
the organization’s leader,
who is pla n n ing on
harnessing the power of a
Norse energy cube.
Director Joe Johnston
(“Jumanji,” (1995) “The
Wolfman” (2010)) makes
great use of the “Indiana
Jones”-styled action and
requisite special effects.
The CGI ef fects t hat
shrink Chris Evans down
to a sick ly, 90 -pou nd
weakling are especially
st u n n i ng to behold.
Howe v e r, Joh n s t o n’s
strengths in directing
are displayed in the film’s
sof ter scenes a nd h is
attention to period detail,
revealing his experience in
working with traditional
A mericana in “The

Rocketeer” (1991) and
“October Sky” (1999).
Ch r is Eva ns has
experience starring in
superhero f ilms as he
portrayed the narcissistic
Johnny Storm in
“Fantastic Four” (2005)
and its sequel “Rise of
the Silver Surfer” (2007).
In “Captain A merica,”
he displays a balanced
sense of reticence and
self-assurance that makes
the red-white-and-blue
wonder a n appea l i ng
hero. Joining him in the
line of great performances
are British Holly wood
newcomer Hayley Atwell
as secret agent bombshell
Peggy Carter, Dominic
Cooper as millionaire
inventor Howard Stark
and Tommy Lee Jones
as Col. Chester Phillips,
a not her add it ion to
Jones’s list of petulant
authority figures.
W h i le some m i nor
issues in t he f ilm
i nvolve t he rom a nc e
and climatic battle, the
biggest issue stands on
the fact that it’s nothing

more t h a n a n or ig i n
story. It’s a great origin
story, but it eventually
becomes eclipsed by the
mechanics of connecting
“Captain A merica” to
t he “Avenger s” f i l m.
After the movie becomes
i nvested i n Capt a i n
A merica tak ing dow n
Nazis, the writers turn
their attention on how to
merge Captain America
into modern time. This
sh if t i n foc u s c au se s
the climactic battle to
feel rushed into and the
romantic subplot to feel
s ome w h at c ont r i ved .
It a l s o d e p r i v e s t h e
potent ial franchise of
its adventurous World
Wa r I I a p p e a l ,
disappoint ing
aud ie nc e s w ho
wish to see more
of Captain
A m e r ic a’s
escapades
against the
Nazis.
F o r

Courtesy of
allmoviephoto.com

comic book fans,
“Captain America” has
all the right elements,
i nc lud i n g t he c o m ic
book “BAM-POW” and
the cameo appearance
of Stan Lee. After the
ending credits, the movie
presents a teaser trailer
f or “ T he Ave n g e r s ,”
getting audiences primed
and ready for the summer
of 2012.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

HOUSING
Apartment for Rent
One bedroom, one bath with
office in Shandon. $800 per
month. Available August 1st. ALL
UTILITIES INCLUDED.
Call 864-706-7406.
Email denisedarcelfowler@gmail.
com
Renaissance Plaza condo for sale/
lease
2BR,2BA+office luxury condo on
top Penthouse fl.
238-4848/446-1584
Email shbrown50@yahoo.com
Close to 5 points/ USC campus
4 bedroom/ 3 bath, close to USC,
washer/ dryer, all major appliances
Email selj803@gmail.com
2 BR/2 BA condo, $800.00.
located 8 mins from campus
All appliances furnished, pool,
nicely renovated , located on the
river. Available first of August.
Contact Matt 803-730-3980.
Email mfulmer44@aol.com

HOUSING

EMPLOYMENT
Procurement Specialist I & II

FREE Move-in help for USC
8.13.11 from eMoo Columbia!
To get your FREE “eMoo-ver,”
register on eMoo.com and post a
classified ad (anything!). eMoo will
see your post and will contact you
to schedule your free eMoo-ver!
Find us on Facebook :)
1 BR apt/Rosewood 545.00,
Available Aug 1, 2011. 1 mile from
USC. Call 803.476.2588
3 Bedroom/ 2 Bath in West
Columbia
3 bedroom/ 2bath home in West
Columbia approx. 5 miles from
campus. Call (803)513-4413 to
make an appointment to view,
Email bassfishermn@aol.com
2306 Devine St
3 bedroom, 1 bath, $750 rent/750
sec dep., no pets, 776-4505

Procurement Specialist I
Requires bachelor’s degree & 2
years of related work experience,
or a high school diploma & 6
years of related work experience.
Starting salary $27,369. For
additional information & to
complete an application visit
our website at http://uscjobs.
sc.edu Enter requisition number
003749for details. USC is an AA/
EEO institution.
Procurement Specialist II
Requires bachelor’s degree & 4
years of procurement experience,
or a high school diploma & 8
years of procurement experience.
Starting salary $34,815. For
additional information & to
complete an application visit our
website at http://uscjobs.sc.edu
Enter requisition number 003750
for details. USC is an AA/EEO
institution.

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

After School Daycare Program
After School Daycare Program in
Northeast Area seeking qualified
individuals to work M-F from 2:30
- 6. Must have experience working
with children. The position begins
in mid-August.
Email brentgpace@yahoo.com

Babysitter needed for 2
elementary school age children.
Experience a must. Call 422-7690

Afternoon Child Care Teacher
Do you enjoy working with
children? Are you looking for a job
close to campus?
If you do, Eastminster Day School,
located 10 min from USC, is hiring
dependable teachers to work in
the mornings and/or afternoons
with infants and preschoolers in a
Christian environment. Individuals
must be mature, loving & energetic
and have experience working in a
licensed facility. You may apply
at 3200 Trenholm Rd or call 7711512 for more information.
Email eds@eastminsterpres.org

Part-Time Courier - Downtown
Law Firm
Columbia law firm seeks parttime courier/office assistant with
vehicle and good driving record.
Afternoon availability preferred.
Call Donna at 799-9311.
Email: dhoward@gsblaw.net

MISC
CoolinColumbia.com is Coming!
Huge Mattress Deals
Best Student Deals in Town
usmattressoutlet.com
Brand New Full Mattress Set
Still in plastic. Can deliver. $140
803-381-5648

phd • jorge cham
THURSDAY, JULY 28
TONYA TYNER WITH “THE LOVE”
CAROLINA CD RELEASE PARTY
6 p.m. doors / 7 p.m. show
$8 advance / $10 day of show
The White Mule
1530 Main St.

FRIDAY, JULY 29
SAY BROTHER, THE GET WETS,
TUNGUSKA (CD RELEASE & FISH FRY)
8 p.m., $5 cover / $10 with CD
New Brookland Tavern, 122
State St.
NIC COWAN WITH WILLIE NEISLER
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show
$6 advance / $8 day of show
The White Mule
1530 Main St.

SATURDAY, JULY 30
STEPHEN CHANDLER
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $5
The White Mule
1530 Main St.

FOLLOW US on TWITTER
@thegamecock

Crossword

extended forecast

THURSDAY, JULY 28
JURASSIC HEAT W/ MINOR STARS
& FULL COLOR FOOTAGE
8 p.m. doors / 9 p.m. show, $5
The House 5 Points, 2020 Devine St.

Edited by Wayne Robert Williams
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Solution

Coffee House
Tuesday 8PM
Shandon House
1804 Greene St.
ACROSS
1 Muddy stuff
5 Fallback option
10 Pinochle calls
14 Bounce, as off a
canyon wall
15 Margaret Mead’s
island
16 Tom Joad, for one
17 Tool that can
extract nails
19 Princess played
by Lucy Lawless
20 Spanish song
21 Surprise “from
the blue”
22 “Get Smart” evil
agency
23 Silky sweater
25 Bard of boxing
27 It’s poured into an
iron at breakfast
34 They may be
outsourced
37 King with jokes
38 Keebler cracker
39 Oral health org.
40 Aerialist’s apparatus
42 Pictures on the wall
43 Back biter?
45 “Without a doubt!”
46 Mars’ Greek
counterpart
47 United Kingdom
currency
50 Heavy drinker
51 Tranquilize
55 Plastic user’s concern
58 Words of woe
62 Autobahn autos
63 Length times width
64 Fur bartered by
Native Americans
66 Highlands dagger
67 “Bye for now”
68 “I did it!”
69 High school skin
problem
70 Idyllic spots
71 Sources of iron
DOWN
1 Tourist magnet
2 Golden St.
collegian
3 P.F. __’s: Chinese

Bible Study
Sunday 10AM
Shandon Baptist
5250 Forest Dr.

restaurant
chain
4 Shows
servility
5 Free TV
spot
6 Moussaka
meat
7 Bullets and
such
8 Seasonal
song
9 Pub bill
10 Tailless
ﬂying toy
11 Swedish furniture giant
12 Flintstone pet
13 Aral and Arabian
18 Traditional round dance
24 Miles away
26 Act like a couch potato
28 Lightning burst
29 Drink à la Lassie
30 Juan’s January
31 Russian ruler of yore
32 To be, in Burgundy
33 Charlie Brown’s
“Darn it!”
34 Doorway feature
35 Sign of spoilage
36 Java neighbor
40 Small jazz group
41 Olympian ruler

Solution

44 In jeopardy
46 Total numerically
48 Pony’s place
49 In the vicinity
52 “Please be __
and ...”: polite
request words
53 Spanish squiggle
54 These, in Madrid
55 Baby’s pop
56 “Tears in
Heaven” singer
Clapton
57 Swiss capital
59 Lettuce purchase
60 Brisbane buddy
61 Fifty-ﬁfty
65 Medical drama
settings, for short

Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

With the end of the NFL lockout, former USC kicker Spencer Lanning will sign a contract with the Chicago Bears.

Former Gamecocks sign with NFL
End of lockout results
in seven pro contracts
for USC players
James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

With the National Football
League lockout over, franchises
a re now f ree to ret u r n to
business as usual and sign free
agents.
For seven undrafted former

Sout h Carolina Gamecock s,
the end of the work stoppage
has been a welcomed one, as
they have agreed to contracts
accord i ng to va r iou s med ia
reports.
Tight end Weslye Saunders
will sign with the Pittsburgh
Steelers . Defensive lineman
L ad i A jib oye w i l l joi n t he
Seatt le Seahawk s . Of fensive
linemen Garrett Chisolm and
Ja r r iel K i ng w i l l rep or t to
the Miami Dolphins and the

New York Giants, respectively.
W ide receiver Tor i Gu rle y
w il l joi n defend i ng Super
Bowl cha mpions t he Green
Bay Packers . Fu llback /t ight
end Patrick DiMarco will be
in camp wit h t he San Diego
Chargers a nd k icker/pu nter
Spencer Lanning will sign with
the Chicago Bears.
Courtesy of gamecocksonline.com
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Former USC tight end Weslye Saunders will sign with the Pittsburgh Steelers.
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which won its second straight College
World Series last month, will remain a
source of inspiration for his team.
“Of course, we’re fired up about
our baseball team winning back-toback national championships,” he said.
“It’s not only super and great for our
university and for the baseball program,
but it sort of sends a message to all the
other sports: ‘Hey, it can be done at
South Carolina.’ We admire coach
Tanner, the team, the way they played.
They played well. They played like
winners. We’re all extremely proud of
what the baseball team has accomplished
the last couple years.
“So that gives us hope that maybe,
he y, somet h i ng big i n fo ot ba l l ,
basketball, some of the other sports can
start happening.”
That being said, Spurrier wasn’t quite
ready to buy much into the hype his
team received at the Wynfrey Hotel
courtesy of the attending media.
“You know we lost our last two games
last year, so we’re not sitting around
patting each other on the back too
much,” Spurrier said. “We got clobbered
in the SEC game by Auburn and didn’t
play when the game was on the line.
Against FSU in the Chick-fil-A Bowl,
we fought back, got back in the game,
but when it was on the line, didn’t do
much.
“We’ve got a long way to go. I think
it’s nice to have the magazines say

we’ve got a chance. Some of them are
picking us to win the East. We know
that Georgia, Tennessee and Florida
were down last year. That’s what gave
us hope and probably the big reason we
won the East last year. Whether or not
they’ll be down this year, only time will
tell. You don’t know. We, again, have a
ways to go.”
Roberston on Clowney, Garcia:
Sen ior defen sive t ack le Tr av ia n
Robertson, who was one of three USC
players in attendance at SEC Media
Days, said heralded freshman Jadeveon
C low ne y h a s lo oked go od si nce
enrolling early and beginning workouts
with the team.
“He’s a great guy. He’s fitting in well,”
Robertson said. “He’s been there a few
weeks. He’s young and we’ve got a lot
of work to do, but I think he’s going
to play a good part on our defense this
year. He’s got a lot of speed. We’ve just
got to figure out where we’re going to
put him.”
Robertson was also supportive of
embattled quarterback Stephen Garcia,
saying Garcia’s teammates want to see
him finish his career the right way.
“It’s whatever Coach wants to do
with him,” Robertson said. “We’ve been
supporting him real well. He’s been
with us the entire time, so we want to
continue to play with him and finish this
last year.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Courtesy of gamecocksonline.com

Former USC offensive lineman Jarriel King will be
reporting to the New York Giants.

Former USC offensive lineman Garrett Chisolm has
agreed to sign a contract with the Miami Dolphins.

File Photo

Former USC fullback/tight end Pat DiMarco will sign with the San Diego Chargers.
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Garcia likely to be reinstated this season
USC coach Steve Spurrier says quarterback
has been following behavioral guidelines
James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

With summer practice set to start a week from
today, fifth-year quarterback Stephen Garcia
remains on track to be reinstated to the South
Carolina football program according to coach
Steve Spurrier.
“Stephen has done well,” said Spurrier last
week at SEC Media Days in Hoover, Ala. “He has
some guidelines he must follow to be reinstated
in August. He’s done everything we’ve asked.
He’s certainly behaved very well, gone to all the
workouts from what I understand. So right now he
in all likelihood will be set to return.”
Garcia was suspended indefinitely on April
7 — the fifth suspension of his career at USC —
after an incident at an SEC-mandated life skills
seminar. At the time, Garcia was given a set of
guidelines by Spurrier, Athletics Director Eric
Hyman and USC President Harris Pastides that
he had to fulfi ll in order to be reinstated for his
final season. After making sufficient progress,
Garcia was partially reinstated prior to the start
of the Summer I session and team workouts, and
now, it appears, he will soon be fully reinstated.
Many have criticized Spurrier for his seemingly
endless patience with Garcia. Despite being
suspended on fi ve separate occasions, the Lutz,
Fl., native has yet to miss any playing time due
to punishment. When asked about these claims,
Spurrier defended Garcia to a point, saying his
various incidents haven’t merited a dismissal.
“I guess we don’t want to k ick him out for
stupidity,” said Spurrier, drawing laughs from
the media members in attendance. “Basically we
do believe he’s a good kid, good person. He’s
already graduated. He’s graduated. With this
latest incident, we told him he could go play
somewhere else if he wanted to, but he wants stay
there.
“He’s really made some lifestyle changes to stay
there. Hopefully it will keep up. We just felt like
he was worth giving another opportunity to sort
of change his lifestyle, and thus far he’s done it.”
Even if Garcia is reinstated, Spurrier wouldn’t
go as far as to guarantee the incumbent starter
his job once he returns, saying he and backup
Connor Shaw will both have a chance to win the
position in camp. Garcia, who is closing in on
several Gamecock career passing records, started
all 14 games for USC last season, throwing for
3,059 yards and 20 touchdowns, while Shaw, a
sophomore, appeared in nine games off the bench

Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Fifth-year USC quarterback Stephen Garcia will most likely be reinstated to the football program this season.
as a true freshman, completing 69.7 percent of his
passes.
“[Garcia] and Connor Shaw will battle it out
a little bit,” Spurrier said. “Stephen played well
last year, other times not so well. He may be our
best quarterback, but we’re going to have a little
competition in preseason this year. Connor Shaw
has been a year there now.

“We feel whoever our quarterback is, he needs
to go out and earn it in preseason practice. So
we’ll have some competition for the quarterback
job.”

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Notebook: USC named
favorite to win SEC East
Preseason media vote
first in program history
James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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Coach Dawn Staley will be inducted into the Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame next year.

For t he f irst t ime in prog ram
history, South Carolina was named the
preseason favorite by media vote to win
the SEC East at last week’s conference
Media Days in Hoover, Ala.
For USC coach Steve Spurrier,

reaching new milestones is part of the
thrill of the job.
“That’s the fun part, achieving
things that never happened before,”
Spurrier said. “Our fans there at South
Carolina, I think, have paid their dues
over the years because not much has
happened in football or really a lot of
sports.”
Spurrier said the USC baseball team,
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Staley inducted into Hall of Fame
Women’s basketball
coach, assistant honored
James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Six individuals will be inducted into
the Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame on
June 9 of next year in Knoxville, Tenn.
Two of them are current Gamecocks.
USC women’s basketball coach Dawn
Staley and her assistant Nikki McCray
were both elected to the hall’s 2012 class
this weekend.
“What a great honor for these two
women, and what a great staff we have
in our women’s basketball program,”
said Athletics Director Eric Hyman in a
release. “Dawn and Nikki have achieved
everything today’s young players are
aiming for themselves, and I can’t
imagine better role models to have on
our sideline.”
Staley was an All-American at the
University of Virginia, playing in three
NCA A Final Fours. From there, she
went to the WNBA, where she had a
seven-year career that made her one of
the league’s 15 greatest players in history
as recently voted. Staley also was a player

of three Olympic gold medal-winning
U.S. national teams.
“It is a true honor to be selected to the
Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame,” said
Staley in a release. “I thank the panel of
voters that allowed me to be inducted
with my friend and colleague Nikki
McCray. We both join pioneers and
peers of our beloved game that helped us
reach this wonderful milestone.”
McCray was an All-American at the
University of Tennessee and part of two
Olympic gold medal teams and a threetime WNBA All-Star.
“The Hall of Fame is one of the
highest accomplishments for an athlete,
and I am truly humbled and honored to
be inducted into the Women’s Basketball
Hall of Fame,” said McCray in a release.
“It has always been a dream of mine, and
I would like to thank the committee for
selecting me.”
The other four inductees into the
Class of 2012 will be players Inge Nisson
and Pam McGee, ABC broadcaster
Robi n Rob er t s a nd Wa sh i n g t on
University coach Nancy Fahey.
Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

USC’s junior wide receiver Alshon Jeffery was a major asset to the
Gamecocks’ first victory of the SEC East championship last season.

